Need more information?
ERYC are keen to work with landowners and to
offer guidance and support wherever possible and
hope that this leaflet has been helpful in clarifying
your ploughing and cropping responsibilities.
However if you need more information or have

any questions about this or any other aspect of
rights of way management, please contact our
team, who will be happy to advise you further.
You can identify the officer responsible for your
area on the map below.

Public Right
of Way Areas

Countryside
Access Officer

West Lesley Whitehead

Central -

Simon Parker

East -

Andrew Chudley

Yorkshire
Wolds Way -

Samantha McGivern

CONTACT DETAILS
Lesley Whitehead

(01482) 395205 / 07768 190218

lesley.whitehead@eastriding.gov.uk

Simon Parker

(01482) 395204 / 07717 703877

simon.parker@eastriding.gov.uk

Andrew Chudley

(01482) 395203 / 07768 190220

andrew.chudley@eastriding.gov.uk

Samantha McGivern

(01482) 395202 / 07967 630527

samantha.mcgivern@eastriding.gov.uk

Correctly managing the rights of way on your land is also a requirement under the cross compliance
rules relating to rural payment claims. Further information can be found at;

www.gov.uk/guidance/public-rights-of-way-landowner-responsibilities

Ploughing and Cropping
on Public Rights of Way
A Guide for Farmers and Landowners

PLOUGHING AND CROPPING

A GUIDE FOR FARMERS AND LANDOWNERS
BEST PRACTICE...

Your guide to ploughing, cropping
and public rights of way (PROW)
Our countryside is a working agricultural environment
that also provides superb opportunities for outdoor
recreation. Public rights of way (that is footpaths, bridle
ways, byways and restricted byways) are an important
facility for recreational use. This leaflet is intended to
support farmers and land owners in understanding a
little about public rights of way and specifically your
responsibilities in relation to ploughing and cropping a
right of way on their land.

✔

Understanding and adhering to these responsibilities is
vital to prevent routes becoming obstructed. It is also
important in terms of cross compliance for the Rural
Payments Agency and helps to prevent users getting
lost on your land and unintentionally trespassing, where
rights of way are not clearly visible. Leaving tramlines as
the only choice for users is not acceptable
BEFORE 		
PLOUGHING

Ensure tractor drivers know where any PROW are and are aware of the need to
reinstate the route.

FIRST 		
PLOUGHING
		
		

Restore a firm level surface to the PROW and ensure the route is clearly visible on the
ground, within 14 days of starting cultivation. Most authorities recommend using wheelings
(2-3 passes with tractor/quad tyres) or pairs of canes to indicate the route of the path on
the ground. This does not take long if done straight after ploughing and helps to prevent
unintentional trespass.

FURTHER 		
PLOUGHING

Restore a firm level surface to the PROW and ensure the route is clearly visible on the
ground, within 24 hours of starting cultivation.

WHEN CROPS 		
BEGIN TO GROW

Remove crops from the path surface, ensuring routes remain visible and passable at all
times. The minimum required widths of routes are shown in the table below.

FIELD EDGE 		 Cannot be ploughed.
ROUTES

FOOTPATH

BRIDLEWAY

BYWAYS

1m

2m

3m

Field edge

1.5m

3m

5m

*These widths apply unless a specific width is recorded on the definitive map statement.
*Remember to allow extra width for tall crops such as oilseed rape which tend to fall in and
obstruct routes.

✔

CROP REMOVED

PATH MARKED

These paths are visible, passable and wide enough to
prevent growing crops causing an obstruction

This route has been clearly
indicated on the ground
using tractor ‘wheelings’

POOR PRACTICE...

✘

Cross field

✔

✘

✘

TOO NARROW

EMERGING CROP

These paths are visible but are too narrow.
Falling crops could obstruct the routes

This path is not visible at all.
No effort has been made to
reinstate the route

